


Dear Van Vandal Band, 
 
Here we go!  It is time to make final preparations and depart for Orlando to represent our school and 
community in a parade at Walt Disney World’s Magic Kingdom Park…and to have a whole lot of fun!  
This trip will be a lifelong memory for everyone involved!! 
 
I hope that after reading through this packet you will have all of the information that you need for a 
successful trip.   Above all I want for this to be an enjoyable and safe experience.  Please bear in mind 
that “it’s not all about you”.  If we all approach the band trip with a selfless and patient attitude, we 
will all be a lot better off.  Everyone will wind up hot, tired, and cranky at some point on this venture.  
But through it all…..we are going to have FUN! 
 
After carefully reading through all of the enclosed information, please don’t hesitate to contact me 
with any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rusty Lay 
Director of Bands, Van ISD 
jerry.lay@vanisd.org 
 
 
 

The Remind group code for the band trip to Orlando is @vhsorla 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Itinerary 
 
Wednesday, March 4th – Bring Medication and Luggage (to be loaded underneath bus) to Band  

     Hall after school 
 

Thursday, March 5th – dress comfortably for the bus ride 
• Food for the day: 

o Lunch – Bring a sack lunch as we will not be stopping 
o Supper – Each student will receive $5 for fast food restaurant (bring extra if needed) 

• Money Needed: 
o $10-$20 for extra supper and snacks at stops 

• 10:00 a.m. – Depart for Orlando, Florida 
 
Friday, March 6th – dress for a day in the park 

• Food for the day: 
o Breakfast – Each student will receive $5 for fast food restaurant (bring extra if 

needed) 
o Lunch – Each student receives a Disney Dining Card as part of the trip package 
o Evening – When we arrive back at the hotel boosters will provide a sandwich, chips 

and bottle of water 
• Money Needed: 

o $10-$20 for any extra snacks + any souvenirs purchased 
• 8:00 a.m. – Arrive Animal Kingdom – Park opens at 9:00 a.m., but gates open at 8:00 to get 

in line for Avatar Flight of Passage 
• 8:00 p.m. – Park Closes 
• 8:30 p.m. – Depart for Hotel and check in 
• 11:00 p.m. – Room Check, once your room has been checked you may not leave your room 

 
Saturday, March 7th – wear your red marching band t-shirt.  TODAY IS PERFORMANCE DAY!! 

• Food for the day: 
o Breakfast – free at the hotel, eat up! 
o Lunch - Each student receives a Disney Dining Card as part of the trip package 
o Evening – When we arrive back at the hotel boosters will provide a sandwich, chips 

and bottle of water 
• Money Needed: 

o $10-$20 for any extra snacks + any souvenirs purchased 
• 6:30 a.m. – Breakfast at the Hotel 
• 8:00 a.m. – Depart for Disney’s Magic Kingdom Park 
• 9:00 a.m. – Enjoy Magic Kingdom 
• 5:00 p.m. – Students and directors will meet at the Frontier Land Parade Gate, located to 

the left of Splash Mountain, to prepare for the parade 
• 6:30 p.m. – Marching Performance on the Magic Kingdom march route 
• 8:00 p.m. – Park closes – Enjoy Happily Ever After 
• 9:00 p.m. – Depart for Hotel 
• 11:00 p.m. – Room Check, once your room has been checked you may not leave your room 

 



Sunday, March 8th – dress for a day in the park 
• Food for the day: 

o Breakfast – free at the hotel, eat up! 
o Lunch - Each student receives a Universal Dining Card as part of the trip package 
o Evening – When we arrive back at the hotel boosters will provide a sandwich, chips 

and bottle of water 
• Money Needed: 

o $10-$20 for any extra snacks + any souvenirs purchased 
• 6:30 a.m. – Breakfast at the Hotel 
• 8:00 a.m. – Depart for Universal Studios/Islands of Adventure 
• 8:00 p.m. – Depart for Hotel (we must leave at this time to give bus drivers enough time to 

clear hours and leave early on Monday) 
• 11:00 p.m. – Room Check, once your room has been checked you may not leave your room 

 
Monday, March 9th – dress for a day in the park 

• Food for the day: 
o Breakfast – Each student receives a Disney Dining Card as part of the trip package 
o Lunch – Each student receives a Disney Dining Card as part of the trip package 
o Evening – When we arrive back at the hotel boosters will provide a sandwich, chips 

and bottle of water 
• Money Needed: 

o $10-$20 for any extra snacks + any souvenirs purchased 
• 6:00 a.m. – Depart for Disney Hollywood Studios 
• 7:00 a.m. – Enjoy Hollywood Studios 
• 8:30 p.m. – Park Closes – Enjoy Fantasmic! 
• 9:30 p.m. – Depart for Hotel 
• 11:00 p.m. – Room Check, once your room has been checked you may not leave your room 

 
Tuesday, March 10th – dress for a day in the park 

• Food for the day: 
o Breakfast – free at the hotel, eat up! 
o Lunch - Each student receives a Universal Dining Card as part of the trip package 
o Evening – When we arrive back at the hotel boosters will provide a sandwich, chips 

and bottle of water 
• Money Needed: 

o $10-$20 for any extra snacks + any souvenirs purchased 
• 6:30 a.m. – Breakfast at the Hotel 

o Clean up, pack up & check out!  Take what’s yours & leave what isn’t! 
• 8:30 a.m. – Check out of Hotel; Depart for Universal Studios/Islands of Adventure 
• 9:00 a.m. – Enjoy Universal Studios/Islands of Adventure 
• 9:00 p.m. – Park closes; depart for Cici’s 
• 10:00 p.m. – Enjoy Cici’s 
• 11:00 p.m. – Depart for Home 

 
 
 



Wednesday, March 11th – dress comfortably for the bus ride 
• Food for the day: 

o Breakfast – Each student will receive $5 for fast food restaurant (bring extra if 
needed) 

o Lunch – Each student will receive $5 for fast food restaurant (bring extra if needed) 
o Supper – We will only stop for supper if there is a travel delay.  Plan on eating 

supper after arriving back in Van 
• Money Needed: 

o $10-$20 for extra supper and snacks at stops 
• 7:00 p.m. – Arrive at Van High School 

 
 
**Please note that all times are approximate and may change depending on various travel concerns** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

General Information 
 

What goes under the bus? 
 

• Your instrument 
• Band Uniform; Twirling Uniform 
• One suitcase per person (this will be stored under the bus without access while traveling 

overnight to and from Orlando) 
 
What can I bring on the bus? 
 

• Small carry-on bag containing the following: 
o Deodorant (not aerosol spray), contact lens solution, tooth brush/paste, and other 

toiletries that you may need for overnight bus travel 
§ Please do not spray or use any cologne, perfume, or strong-smelling 

lotion/hand sanitizers while on the bus.  Strong scents in an enclosed bus can 
be very overwhelming 

o Barf bag if you easily get car sick 
o Playing cards, games, etc. 
o Personal electronics with headphones.  Any movies watched on personal electronic 

devices are subject to chaperone review.  Any inappropriate movies or pictures 
being viewed will result in immediate confiscation of that device for the remainder 
of the trip 

o Snacks…please exercise moderation.  We will make stops along the way where you 
can buy more snacks 

o Bottled water, sports drink, or soft drink with a SCREW ON LID ONLY.  No glass 
containers, cans, or fountain drinks will be allowed on the bus 

• Pillow and blanket or light jacket for sleeping 
• Medicine 

o All prescription medication must be checked in by Thursday, March 5th by 8:00 a.m. 
(If possible, bring on the afternoon of Wednesday, March 4th) The Band director or 
Chaperone in charge of medication will administer medication as needed.  Please 
include detailed instructions with the medications 

o No student is allowed to keep prescription medication in their possession or in their 
luggage with the exception of asthma inhalers 

o Medicine will be kept secure and will be administered in a confidential manner 
• Movies for watching on the bus while traveling must be approved as appropriate by the 

band directors 
 
What NOT to pack? 
 

• Anything of value that you cannot live without 
• Contraband – illegal drugs, alcohol, tobacco, vaping products, weapons, et…. 
• Selfish attitude, bad mood, hyper activity, inconsideration and irresponsibility 



What do I wear? 
 

• See the itinerary for specifics about what to where each day of the trip 
• All clothing must meet VHS dress code requirements.  Students will be asked to change out 

of any inappropriate clothing.  Pajama pants are acceptable for the bus ride as long as you 
cannot see through them and they cover you completely 

• We will be doing A LOT of walking while in Orlando.  Bring comfortable shoes…flip flops will 
not last you through this trip! 

• Dress clothes will not be required at any point so you may wear comfortable clothes at all 
times 

• The weather in Orlando is very similar to the weather in Texas during Spring Break.  We 
could see temperatures in the 80-degree range or there could be a cold front.  Please look 
at the weather forecast as we draw near to our departure time so that you can pack 
appropriately 

• When waking up on the bus…. 
o We will sleep on the bus Thursday night, March 5th and Tuesday night, March 10th.  If 

you would like a fresh shirt to wear when you wake up, please pack it in your carry-
on bag.  You will have an opportunity to freshen up at a truck stop 

 
Ticket and Fast Pass Information 
 
Disney has a service called FastPass+ included with the price of admission at each park.  FastPass+ 
makes it possible to skip longer lines, giving you more time to enjoy the park.  To use FastPass+ you ust 
have your park ticket information.  Students will receive their Disney ticket information as soon as it is 
available so that they may begin to reserve times.  For more information visit 
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/fastpass-plus/ 
Universal charges an additional fee for fast pass services that the Van Band will not be providing 
 
Money and Meals 

• Please see the itinerary for a description of the spending money needed each day as well as 
a list of meals and how they are paid for.  A meal at each of the parks that we are visiting 
costs between $10-$20 depending on where you choose to eat and how much you eat 

• Disney and Universal theme parks allow patrons to bring snacks and water in with them 
from outside of the park.  Planning ahead to bring snacks along with you can save you a lot 
of money while in the park.  Please use the internet to search for specifications regarding 
what type of outside snacks are allowed in each park 

• There is no set amount for spending money.  I recommend at least $50-$100 for souvenirs.  
Be smart and don’t buy souvenirs with meal money!! 
 

Tips for good money management 
 

• Consider placing the money for each day in envelopes labeled by date so as not to 
overspend early on in the trip 

• If using a credit or debit card, have a plan of action in place in case a card is lost or stolen 
• Parents should go over strategies for safeguarding money such as carrying wallets in front 

pockets or in secure purses/fanny packs.  Don’t assume that your money can’t or won’t be 
stolen 



Student Expectations 
 

On the bus 
 

• Follow the instructions of the bus driver, band director, or adult chaperones at all times.  
When an adult is speaking, total silence is expected 

• Stay seated while the bus is in motion unless you are headed to the bus restroom or need 
something specific from an adult 

• Use conversation voices only.  No loud outbursts! 
• Eating and drinking on the bus is a privilege.  Students should police their area and keep it 

clean at all times.  No glass containers, canned drinks, or fountain drinks are allowed on the 
bus 

• No public displays of affections will be allowed on the bus.  This includes couples laying on 
each other in their seats.  You will be asked to separate if necessary 

• Never exit the bus unless an adult instructs you to do so 
• Do not run or horse play at any stops along the way 
• Each chaperone will be assigned a group of students to check on constantly.  Chaperones 

are our guests.  They are here to help us.  You should act in a positive, respectful, and polite 
manner to chaperones at all times 

 
At the Hotel 
 

• Boys are not allowed to enter girls’ rooms and girls are not allowed to enter boys’ rooms 
• No one outside of our group is allowed to enter any student room and vice versa 
• Curfew means to be in your room and to remain there with the door closed until the 

appointed time.  If there is a problem, contact your chaperone by phone….do not leave your 
room!  We will have a paid security guard on duty to monitor for students being out of their 
room after curfew 

• Do not walk around the hotel alone 
• Do not leave the hotel for any reason unless we are all leaving together 
• A full breakfast is provided at the hotel at no additional charge.  Everyone must eat 

something!  We will be doing a lot of walking and you will need your nourishment 
 
In Orlando 
 

• Stay in your group at all times.  NEVER stray away from the group or walk alone 
• Be on time to all meeting spots (To be early, is to be on time) 
• You are no longer just under VISD guidelines for behavior….there are theme park rules as 

well as city and state laws in effect….watch what you say and how you act 
• Exiting and entering the bus in an efficient way is very important. Please be ready in 

advance of each stop 
 
 
 
 
 



Discipline Management Plan 
 

• In the event that any illegal activities take place involving assault, alcohol, tobacco, illegal 
drugs, shoplifting, etc., the necessary authorities may be contacted and/or a student may 
be sent home early from the trip at their parents’ expense 

• I fully expect that we will have no discipline problems on this trip 
 
 
 

Emergency Contact Information 
 
 

In the event of an emergency please message Mr. Lay through Remind.  If you just need to talk to your 
student please just call them on their (or their friend’s) cell phone 
 
Hotel Information      Bus Information 
Comfort Suites – Maingate East    Tri-City Charter 
2775 Florida Plaza Blvd     6065 S.E. Loop 281 
Kissimmee, FL 34746      Longview, TX 75602 
Phone: 407-397-7848      Phone: 903-663-5514 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 














































